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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR All Cattle
Milk Cows

(2 years and
older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1930 7,555 4,168 2,942 1,024
1935 8,253 NA 3,319 613
1940 7,681 NA 3,610 334
1945 9,847 NA 4,322 289
1950 10,267 4,301 4,736 505
1954 11,328 4,170 3,880 291
1959 10,663 3,043 4,317 241
1964 11,201 2,558 1,608 188
1969 11,597 2,321 2,283 274
1974 12,562 2,137 1,306 115
1978 9,435 2,102 1,604 159
1982 11,297 2,166 1,746 104
1987 10,081 1,496 678 376
1992 11,015 1,119 420 179
1997 10,084 872 119 129
1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data refers to
preceding December.   NA  Not available. 

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 253 256 305

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 2,144 1,544 976
Grains 1,348 832 548
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay,
forage,    and silage 179 245 135
Other field
crops ---- ---- ----
Vegetables, sweet corn  
   and melons (D) (D) (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) (D) (D)
Nursery and
greenhouse    products 423 (D) (D)
Forest Products Sold 73 71 71

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 3,490 4,095 4,095

Poultry and products ---- (D) (D)
Dairy products 2,214 (D) (D)
Cattle and calves 1,211 1,245 1,245
Hogs and pigs (D) 60 60
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) 10 10
Other livestock and        
   products 45 57 57

Total income from sales: 5,634 5,071 5,071

Custom work and other    
   agricultural services: 32 77 77
(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
---- Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 7 87 147 62 22 6 1 332
1978 14 78 107 56 24 8 1 288
1982 20 101 109 62 21 7 1 321
1987 25 78 108 58 29 7 ---- 305
1992 15 74 94 47 16 9 1 256

1997 17 70 93 51 15 7 ---- 253

1/ Applies to 1997.  ---- Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143 146 128 107
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 178 159 128 146

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 2 ---- 2
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 24 12 9
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 53 41 32
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61 63 54 68
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 69 58 66
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 95 91 76
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 56 58 57
NA  Not available.  ---- Represents zero.
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SPOTSYLVANIA
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Spotsylvania County lies mostly in the Piedmont Plateau, with its
eastern corner in the coastal plain.  Formed in 1720 from parts of Essex,
King William, and King George, the county was named in honor of Governor
Alexander Spotswood, who led the expedition across the mountains to the
Shenandoah Valley in 1716.

In 1997, Spotsylvania land in farms totaled 47,947 acres, or 19
percent of the county's area of 256,576 acres.  According to the 1997
Census of Agriculture, there were 253 farms in the county, each averaging
190 acres in size and worth an average of $526,086, including land and
buildings.  As in other areas of Virginia, Spotsylvania land in farms has been
declining steadily since 1944,  when 167,022 acres of farmland were
recorded.  Similarly, the number of farms in the county has dropped over 18
percent from the 1,465 farms recorded that year.

The topography of the county is generally rolling, except for a small
flat and low area adjacent to the Rappahannock River east of
Fredericksburg.  Elevations vary from about 50 feet in the east to more than
400 feet on the western side.  The frost-free growing season is roughly 178
days, usually extending from around April 22 to October 17.  Annual
precipitation for the area averages  40 inches.

While manufacturing plants are playing an increasingly large role
in the county’s economy, agriculture nonetheless remains an important
industry in Spotsylvania.  Livestock, poultry, and poultry products are the
principal sources of cash farm income, supplying about 62 percent of the
total farm receipts in 1997.  Of this total, dairy products accounted for 39
percent.  Crops sold ranked third overall, accounting for 38 percent of the
total farm income in 1997.   As over three-fourths of the county’s area is
wooded, forest products are an additional source of income on some farms.

The estimated population of the county in 1990 was 57,403,
excluding 19,027 in Fredericksburg.  The total gross personal income that
year was $955.2 million, or an average of $16,640 per capita.

The county seat is located in the village of Spotsylvania.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 1,492 160,070 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1940 1,313 147,198 28 27,966 5,224 26,158 NA NA NA
1945 1,465 167,022 38 35,329 5,137 14,798 9,946 14,611 83,923
1950 1,153 138,852 70 25,501 8,677 12,547 11,279 9,588 66,407
1954 1,082 134,858 87 23,791 5,270 13,623 11,252 12,004 65,410
1959 706 103,899 120 20,244 2,950 9,698 9,918 6,125 51,779
1964 430 95,606 134 18,809 4,650 7,247 12,954 NA NA
1969 386 72,030 334 17,301 2,237 12,219 4,334 4,819 15,041
1974 2/ 332 62,901 926 20,269 1,773 10,474 3,511 NA NA
1978 288 59,408 1,098 24,396 1,779 8,558 2,581 3,562 16,436
1982 321 59,887 1,312 25,300 1,670 7,395 3,346 2,821 16,615
1987 305 57,337 2,005 18,071 3,586 9,589 4,791 2,993 16,266
1992 256 52,904 2,925 15,502 2,332 7,804 3,792 3,488 17,515
1997 253 47,947 2,473 15,280 1,942 7,112 2,815 2,031 17,309
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available. 

APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS

YEAR
APPLES PEACHES

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total
No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total

1935 677 2,115 18,143 20,258 480 1,956 5,712 7,668
1940 789 1,742 13,783 15,525 597 5,245 5,368 10,613
1945 1,223 NA NA 14,783 1,013 NA NA 10,732
1950 647 1,128 4,899 6,027 458 1,131 6,206 7,337
1954* 67 273 1,161 1,434 42 183 153 336
1959* 13 41 191 232 5 26 16 42
1964* 5 21 174 195 3 2 60 62
1969* 1/ 2 312 500 812 2 52 118 170
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978   2/ 6 NA NA NA 5 NA NA NA
1982 9 (D) (D) 1,183 4 (D) (D) 52
1987 5 (D) (D) (D) 5 (D) (D) 122
1992 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 NA 49 100 149 NA NA 18 18

*  Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines.  1/  Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
2/  Data for all farms.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

POULTRY  SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ NA NA 157 10,973 NA NA
1950 2/ 382 99,022 90 6,482 NA NA
1954 3/ 2 3,550 102 2,492 NA NA
1959 3/ 1 160,000 23 200 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ NA NA NA NA NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- 2 ---- 29 14,310
1974 5/ 6 ---- ---- NA NA 12 (D)
1978 5/ (D) (D) 1 (D) 43 5,983
1982 2 (D) 8 50 45 1,713
1987 2 (D) 6 19 27 (D)
1992 1 (D) 5 11 2 (D)

1997 2 (D) 2 ---- 3 15
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ---- Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 10,699 19.5 208,761 4,872 12.1 59,118 6 NA NA
1940 9,719 29.4 285,305 3,835 14.5 55,588 NA NA NA
1945 10,045 27.0 271,428 5,562 21.1 117,477 NA NA 6,486
1950 6,201 40.3 249,613 3,247 18.6 60,253 947 17.1 16,202
1954 4,285 21.5 92,103 2,168 24.4 52,911 754 7.3 5,480
1959 2/ 3,336 55.9 186,467 1,816 21.0 38,077 1,430 17.7 25,279
1964 2,025 50.2 101,605 1,020 27.5 28,000 1,198 14.7 17,662
1969 2,572 69.1 177,615 877 34.8 30,552 1,382 23.1 31,925
1974 4,047 77.8 314,815 2,544 35.9 91,368 3,595 22.2 79,872
1978 7,347 73.9 542,874 608 34.1 20,747 5,685 22.5 128,041
1982 6,145 93.1 571,931 3,186 34.2 109,104 5,481 26.4 144,869
1987 2,468 55.1 135,878 747 49.0 36,572 3,495 17.6 61,424
1992 1,811 119.9 217,152 805 53.0 42,679 3,049 30.9 94,061
1997 1,913 100.7 192,588 877 53.0 46,470 2,895 32.0 92,610

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1930-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 17 695 14,713 265 5,709 218 1,996 190 17,651 98 8,451
1940 5 615 18,976 677 18,198 58 733 256 31,901 76 6,998
1945 51 2,146 63,633 616 18,735 153 2,383 160 12,092 79 6,695
1950 16 2,007 67,690 538 17,862 52 720 85 9,987 12 3,167
1954 47 2,744 101,479 662 20,628 110 1,695 20 9,200 1 1,289
1959 2 2,596 90,590 993 42,077 100 1,826 9 3,059 2 1,636
1964 9 876 36,326 907 38,994 181 4,587 4 555 2 318
1969 4 503 27,062 909 46,226 25 700 NA NA NA NA
1974 47 214 11,848 1,091 61,419 (D) (D) 9 2,451 2 130
1978 43 378 15,560 1,895 81,157 (D) (D) 6 785 (D) (D)
1982 53 146 6,288 929 54,726 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1987 (D) 164 8,745 368 20,932 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 97 157 9,935 665 48,966 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 51 NA NA 375 30,542 NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 11,744 320 590 7,381 6,286 592 507
1940 12,541 254 480 10,226 9,443 464 431
1945 17,331 407 815 12,781 11,098 861 908
1950 12,973 1,338 3,501 10,935 14,274 135 178
1954 11,277 1,526 2,353 6,574 5,020 1,171 1,348
1959 10,709 1,416 3,572 7,375 8,674 335 299
1964 10,700 770 1,742 5,825 6,373 499 861
1969 8,367 581 1,476 3,796 6,178 224 382
1974 7,799 743 2,514 4,392 7,071 152 368
1978 8,571 1,090 2,768 5,975 10,823 439 690
1982 8,800 1,365 4,740 5,687 9,061 376 615
1987 10,090 1,366 2,832 7,060 11,368 493 908
1992 9,431 1,992 5,776 5,562 10,845 620 773
1997 9,079 473 1,212 7,335 14,163 290 528

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.

SPOTSYLVANIA


